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were their preparations, that some of the conspirators,
it seems, came provided with bags in which to carry
away the heads of. Lord Sidmouth and Lord Castle-
reagh, the two men especially hated by Thistlewood
and most of his friends.

The whole scheme turned out a grotesque failure.
One of the conspiring gang gave Lord Harrowby
warning of what was in preparation. Lord Plarrowby
showed prudence and judgment; he did not seem to
take any notice of the information given to him, and
the preparation for his dinner went on in the natural
way, only, perhaps, a little more ostentatiously.
When the hour for dining came, and the guests did
not come, the conspirators who were set to watch the
house took no notice of the fact. It so chanced
that the Archbishop of York, who lived next door,
happened to be giving a dinner party that same
evening, and some of the conspirators who were set
to keep watch on Lord Harrowby's house were for a
time puzzled and mystified by the rapid and frequent
arrival of carriages. It had been arranged that, at a
certain appointed hour, the men who were to do the
actual deeds of murder were to be warned that the
time was arriving, and were to hasten to the spot.
These men were now assembled in a stable and a room
or two above it in Cato Street, off the Edgware
Road, near Hyde Park. By the time the conspirators
entrusted with the keeping of watch over Lord
Harrowby's house had come to make up their minds
that there was to be no Ministerial dinner there after
all it was quite too late to give warning to their
colleagues in Cato Street. These colleagues had,